
 

 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

News from the Bear River  

Migratory Bird Refuge 

January 2017, No. 1 

Inside this Issue: 
Bird Business and Biology..………2 

Environmental Education…..……..2 

Recent/Upcoming Events…..……..3 

Spotlight the Front Desk….……….4 

Friends Group…………………......5 

Bookstore Spotlight……...………..5 

Volunteers………………………...6 

Elk Fest 
On December 10th, the 

Utah Division of Wild-

life Resources at Hard-

ware Range hosted over 

a thousand folks from all 

around Utah and neigh-

boring communities. 

Environmental Educators Amber Brooks and Christine 

Melvin along with volunteers Terry Barnes, Rachel 

Kersavage, and Mindy Nichols engaged younger visi-

tors in making owl, elk, and eagle themed crafts. Visi-

tors also able to ride on a horse drawn sleigh through 

the herd of elk!  

Amber Brooks 

Amber Brooks 

A bittersweet farewell to Katie McVey... 

This March, we say farewell to our valued           

employee: Wildlife Refuge Specialist, Katie 

McVey. She will be moving on to a brand new Ref-

uge outside of Albuquerque, New Mexico at Valle 

de Oro National Wildlife Refuge. She has been a 

joy to work with and her diverse skills have lead to 

immense accomplishments and benefits for 

BRMBR wildlife resources.  Katie McVey helping with the 

releasing of a prairie falcon 

Staff Update 

McVey has been with us since 2010. She has spanned from working with 

YCC Programs, providing creative enhancements to our environmental 

education/outreach programs, developing crucial water rights relation-

ships with neighboring landowners, and managing grassland units to re-

duce invasive species and increase native species that are beneficial to 

our wildlife community. Not only has she managed wildlife habitat, but 

she has also excelled in generating ideas and solutions for bettering habi-

tat management. We will greatly miss Katie and we are excited for the 

positive impacts she will make in her future work. We want to thank 

Katie for her contributions and dedication to the Refuge and wildlife/

natural resources. 

Winters to remember 

Catching Up 

We’ve had quite a snowfall this year! Above is a winter flashback to 1933 of the 

Refuge. The left picture captures a car stuck in the snow drifts a mile north of the 

Bear River above Refuge headquarters. The right photograph depicts the McCormick 

tractor that was used to open roads and pull cars through the drifts. For flashback to 

more history about BRMBR, check out our Thursday posts on Facebook or Twitter. 
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Mountain Wilds to Wetland Wonders  
We’re looking forward to MWWW starting in March! In the new 

year, the children are transitioning from the month of October 

when they learned about the top of the watershed at Hardware 

Ranch to learning about the bottom at BRMBR. As soon as Febru-

ary hits, teachers will begin checking out educational trunks in 

preparation for their classes visiting BRMBR. The materials they 

are introduced to from the trunks encompass wetland habitats and 

a closer look at beneficial plants that filter our waters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They will also be reintroduced to macroinvertebrates, critters we 

can see with our eyes that do not have a backbone. This station is 

the same as Hardware Ranch to draw comparisons of  macroinvet-

ebrates in different parts of the watershed and specifically their 

importance in being water quality indicators. COOL! We are 

thankful this wonderful program is funded by grants that pay for 

all transportation costs for the Box Elder school district. Our 

Friends Bear River Refuge group has once again made it possible 

to have an Environmental Education Specialist assist in facilitating 

this program! Thank you Friends group! If you are an educator 

who would like to volunteer to teach with us during our Mountain 

Wilds to Wetland Wonders months at BRMBR we encourage you 

to contact the Refuge at (435) 723-5887. 

Christmas Bird Count 
Our Annual Christmas Bird Count (CBC) was conducted on 

December 14, 2016. Three caravans went out to meticulously 

count all birds sited in a designated area. The three areas in-

cluded: behind the Refuge gates, Auto Tour Loop/Forest 

Street, and the street to Corrine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CBC History: Christmas Bird Count is the longest running 

citizen science project! This 2016-2017 count will be its 117th 

year! From December 14-January 5th all over the country, 

bird counts were conducted covering diverse species in desig-

nated areas. Having over 100 years of data helps biologists 

understand birds regional shifts, potential future projections 

and conservation efforts.  

Thank you for those who participated in this seasons count! 

We host the count each year at BRMBR and other counts are 

found throughout UT. You can find information of a count 

near you at www.utahbirds.org/cbc/index.htm 

Wetland Wings 
We are starting the new year in full 

swing with the continuation of Wet-

land Wings and other Wild things 

Pre-K program! It is quite a joy to 

partner with Ogden Nature Center 

for this weekly educational pro-

gram. Educator Shawnee Sawyer 

visits BRMBR to give children a 

closer look at wildlife education. 

For January, children learn about 

tracks in the snow and the stories 

they tell. In February, children learn 

about swans, and in March geese 

and goslings. We are looking for-

ward to a lot of learning and creat-

ing special winter crafts with the 

kids.  For more information call 

(435) 734-6457 

Shawnee Sawyer from ONC teach-

es preschoolers about Ungulates, 

or hoofed animals in Utah this 

past December. 

Tundra swans on the run.  2 

 

Bird Business and Biology Environmental Education  

Biology Basics: Fun Tundra Swan 

During their expedition, Lewis and Clark  encountered 

Tundra Swans and called them “whistling swans” for their 

whistle-like call. By providing the first known description 

of the birds, Lewis and Clark helped to bring Tundra 

Swans into the public consciousness. Tundra Swans breed 

in the remote Arctic and winter in the Chesapeake Bay 

where they feed almost entirely on clams! 

Macroinverte-

brate Station 

covers the 4 

c’s of water 

quality:    

clarity,           

current,    

coldness & 

critters! 

      Hardware Ranch  BRMBR 

Laura Howell 

Results: It was such a GREAT 

raptor day! Four of our falcons 

were sighted (American Kestrel, 

Merlin, Peregrine Falcon, Prairie 

Falcon) three hawk species (Red-

tailed, Rough-legged, Northern 

Harrier), two eagle species (Bald, 

Golden), and two owl species 

(Barn, Great Horned).   

We had a great attendance too! 

There was a total of 21 partici-

pants that contributed 16.5 hours 

of cumulative counting. With 88 

miles of terrain covered, there 

were 53 bird species sighted. 

Merlins were one of the 

four falcon species spotted 

Dickson Smith 
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Wildlife Education Center Closure Dates: 

February 20th: President’s Day 

Junior Duck Stamp 2017 

Grab your crayons, colored pencils, and markers! It’s time 

again for the Junior Duck Stamp competition sponsored by the 

Friends of the Bear River Migratory Refuge! Each year, many 

K-12 students enter in the Junior Duck Stamp contest. This 

contest allows students to showcase their talents and 

knowledge of waterfowl and wetland conservation through art. 

The proceeds of the stamps fund scholarships, recognition for 

participants, and resources for future programs. The deadline 

for entering the Junior Duck Stamp competition is March 

15th!  
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Owl Day was a Great Suc-

cess! 

More than 250 guests joined 

us for owl day on Saturday 

January, 14th! Visitors 

made owl themed crafts 

including owl masks, had 

their faces painted, and the 

opportunity to meet with 

two of Ogden Nature Cen-

ter’s owls. The day was owl

-tastic! 

Eagle day festivities will take place on 

February 11th 

Eagle day at BRMBR will be held 

February 11th from 11 am to 3 pm! 

Thanks to the Ogden Nature Center 

you will have the chance to see a live 

eagle up close from 11:15 -  12:00 pm  

at the WEC. This family friendly 

FREE event will also feature crafts, 

storytime for pre-schoolers, a movie, 

and tours of the refuge!  

If you are interested in a guided tour 

call Christine Melvin for more information and reserva-

tions (435) 734-6457 There is 

limited space available!  

Celebrate the Return of the Tun-

dra Swans March 11th at Swan 

Day!  

Help us welcome back tundra 

swans to BRMBR by joining us 

for a day of FREE family fun on 

March 11th from 11 to 3 for Swan Day! This FREE event 

includes crafts, storytime for pre-schoolers, and tours of the 

refuge. 

Phil Reyes 

Kevin Lindsay 

2016 Junior Duck Stamp 3rd Place Winner in 

group 4, Madison, 15. 

2016 Junior Duck Stamp 2nd Place 

Winner in group 2, Allison, 12 

Get Involved! 

If you would like to volunteer for Eagle or Swan Day please 

contact our EE Specialists Amber Brooks (435)734-6452 or 

Christine Melvin (435)734-6457 

 

Recent Events 

Amber Brooks 

Amber Brooks 

Upcoming Events 

Events 

We will soon be selling National Park Passes! 

Please call ahead to check with us that we 

have them in! 

(435) 723-5887 
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Spotlight on Volunteers 

Front Desk Volunteers 

 
We have such an appreciation for our  volunteers and the wonderful work they do. 

Each volunteer adds special emphasis and unique engagement to all of their tasks—

they make quite a difference at BRMBR! For this quarter we would like to feature 

our front desk volunteers and their contributions.  

Photo above: June Bywater volunteering 

front desk at an event 

 Not only do our front desk volunteers interact with visitors, they are critical in 

assisting with tasks such as phone calls, interpretation, resource upkeep, environ-

mental education, filling the bird feeders, updating bird sightings and much more.  

Often front desk volunteers assist during special event days. June Bywater, our 

regular Wednesday morning volunteer (who has been with us for 6 years!), enjoys 

helping at event days. She values making that first connection with our visitors, 

many of which are from all over the world and visiting for the first time. She also 

likes working around kids, their families, and live wildlife! 

 

Above: Terry Barnes a regular Friday 

afternoon volunteer and MWWW edu-

cator 

Volunteer 

photo left to 

right: Ryan 

Trout, Bob 

Balmer,  Tom 

Walker, Jesse 

Roberts, Bob 

Ebeling, 

Quinn Eskel-

sen and Cher-

ry Fisher  

We are interested in regular, committed front desk volun-

teers to fill open spots in our calendar!  

We’d love to know if you are interested in helping!  

Please call 435-723-5887  

Reuben, Pathways Intern/YCC Leader and 

crew member with Mindy Nichols our front 

desk volunteer assist at an event 

Left: Les Talbot a 

Tuesday front desk 

volunteer and 

environmental 

educator at Moun-

tain Wilds guiding 

children on a wild-

life walk. Above: Gil Paquet working behind front 

desk 



 

 

Welcome to the Avocet Corner Bookstore! 

The Avocet Corner Bookstore is operated by Friends of the 

Bear River Refuge. The store offers a wide variety of items 

to purchase. Books on subjects from environmental conservation 

to traveling and a plethora of field guides on birds, wildflowers, 

hummingbirds, butterflies, dragonflies and more, are available to 

peak your interest. Pick up a book from Terry Tempest Williams, 

or other authors, that share their stories of birding adventures. A 

wide selection of children's books are available as well as a re-

source area for educators and home schoolers. Gift items range 

from logo T-shirts and hats to pins, coffee mugs and the ever so 

popular Audubon singing birds. We also feature specialty items 

from local artisans. Wildlife photography from Brian Ferguson, 

art prints from Debbie Goodman, and hand designed soaps and 

lotions made from goat's milk by Becky Yeager.  

At the Avocet 

Bookstore you 

will have the 

ability to pur-

chase Federal 

Duck Stamps 

and Junior 

Duck Stamps. 

Buying a Fed-

eral Duck 

Stamp pro-

vides 98 cents 

out of every 

dollar directly to purchasing vital habitat for protection in the Na-

tional Wildlife Refuge System and the JR Duck Stamp goes to-

wards EE. We are located inside the James V. Hansen WEC.    
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Friends of the Bear River Refuge 

We are a not-for-profit support group whose mem-

bers are wildlife enthusiasts who care about nature 

and wild places. We feel an obligation to learn more about 

the natural world, share that knowledge with others and pre-

serve the Refuge as a place for future generations to experience 

and learn to care about. Our Mission: We are devoted to 

the promotion, appreciation and conservation of the wildlife, 

birds and habitat of the Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge. Of-

ficially established as a not-for-profit, charitable organization in 

1998, we are partners with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.  

Store Hours: 

Tuesday-Friday: 10:00am to 5:00pm  

Saturday: 10:00am to 4:00pm  

Closed Sundays, Mondays and Federal holidays. 

What Can You Do? 
You can participate solely with your annual membership, but 

we encourage you to become an active member by assisting 

with a variety of the organization’s activities. 

 Assist with special events or meetings 

 Volunteer to staff the bookstore 

If you are interested in volunteering in the Bookstore. Con-

tact Tracy Gilson: (435-734-6443) 

Membership Benefits:  
Members will receive a 10% discount in the bookstore. Pick 

up a membership application today in the Wildlife Education 

Center, 2155 West Forest Street Brigham City, Utah 84302, 

or visit our website at www.fobrr.org. 
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Friend, teacher, counselor, visionary, and kindred spirit in 

the world of conservation, Lee worked tirelessly to ad-

vance environmental literacy among our citizens.  Thanks 

to Lee, many refuge enhancements have been shared with 

the community,  including the soon-to-be constructed wild-

life viewing tower - A tower to be enjoyed by all visitors to 

enhance understanding and appreciation of the wildlife 

resources at Bear River. 

Friends of The Bear River Refuge 

Our dear Friend,  

Lee Shirley.. 

Bookstore Spotlight 

 

 

 

With great sadness, on January 12, 

2017, the Refuge lost Lee Shirley, 

one of our incredible volunteers 

and member of Friends Board.  
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Love birds? Wildlife? Conservation? Sharing with others?  
 

 

     Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge 
 

We’re looking for friends to become volunteer team members!  

Volunteering is one important way that 

you can participate with the Bear River 

MBR – It’s a great way to get outside, get involved with 

wildlife conservation, learn about birds and their habitats, 

educate visitors, and meet other enthusiasts.    

 

Bear River Refuge is currently seeking committed volun-

teers to fill positions at its world-class wildlife education 

center.  Interested? Call us at (435) 723-5887. 

Join our team! We’re looking for: 

    Front Desk  (as seen on pg. 4) 

    Environmental Educator  

    Avocet Corner Bookstore Asst. 

    Data Entry Specialist 

Save the Date! Volunteer Appreciation 

Luncheon will be held March 22nd  

11:00 am—2:00 pm!  

Guest Speaker Jack Greene will teach us 

about Beaver Ecology in his presentation.  

Love the Beav! 

Volunteer Ranger Terry Barnes teaches 4th grade students 

about plants during Mountain Wilds at Hardware Ranch. 

Bear River Migratory Bird 

Refuge 

2155 West Forest Street 

Brigham City, Utah 84302 

(435) 723-5887 

Visit our website to print off the Jr. Ranger 

packet: http://www.fws.gov/Refuge/

Bear_River_Migratory_Bird_Refuge/visit/

just_for_kids.html 

Wildlife Education Center Hours: 
January: Wednesday-Friday: 8am-5pm 

February and onward:  

Tuesday-Friday: 8am-5pm 
Saturday: 10am-4pm 

Closed Sunday, Monday and Federal Holidays. 
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Environmental Educator Volunteers 

Needed! 

Are you a previous educator or have experi-

ence in interpretation? Are you passionate 

about environmental education and sparking 

children’s interest in wildlife and nature? If so, 

this volunteer position may be just right for you! Here are some 

of the tasks that our EE volunteers help with: 

 Teaching in the MWWW program with Wildlife Walks, 

Plant Identification/ Invasive vs. Native Plants, Macroin-

vertebrates and /or Watersheds. 

 Interpretation for events, driving for tours 

If you are interested in becoming an EE volunteer, please call 

(435)723-5887 
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Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge 

2155 West Forest Street 

Brigham City, Utah 84302 


